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Fighting Tax Increases When You Run Out of Arguments


With the poor economy, local taxing authorities are pressured to add revenues via increased property tax assessments.  

In the past several years the courts have established the right of local tax districts to appeal property assessments.  However, a question remains about the proper way to identify which properties to appeal, since they must treat all taxpayers equal.  Therefore, if the districts file only on commercial property to the exclusion of residential property their filings may be unconstitutional.

Politics being what they are, elected officials are generally conscious of not alienating voters.  As a result when filing appeals to raise assessments many districts target commercial property rather than single-family housing.  Commercial property owners should be prepared to defend against tax increases.  When all other arguments fail, you can determine whether the district improperly targeted your property.  If so, you can minimize the effects of a seemingly indisputable case and negotiate a favorable settlement.  
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