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Beware of Unwanted Tax Appeals

In the past, Counties were largely responsible for setting assessments.  Now that the Pennsylvania Commonwealth Court gave local taxing districts the green light to file appeals seeking to increase real estate tax assessments, school boards and municipalities are filing appeals in increasing numbers.  Many appeals are based on purchase prices.  Others, however, are filed because taxing authorities believe the assessments are low – often based on sales of comparable properties. 

Some jurisdictions have hired consultants to review assessments in their tax districts and make recommendations to appeal assessments that they feel are undervalued.  Others simply file en masse and hope to win a percentage of the cases.

Because counties do not regularly reappraise, the impact of the appeals is worsened, and if not challenged, could carry forward for years.

Now that taxing jurisdictions are working every angle to increase their income, taxpayers must be vigilant in keeping their base assessments as low as possible.
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